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Bringing Knowledge to Life

R e c e n t  A m e n d m e n t s
to

M i c h i g a n ’ s  P l a n n i n g  &  Z o n i n g
L a w s

Mich igan  Sta te  Un ivers i ty  Ex tens ion
February  2002

L a n d  U s e  A r e a  o f  E x p e r t i s e  T e a m

“Thirty seven million acres “Thirty seven million acres 
is all the Michigan is all the Michigan 
we will ever have”we will ever have”
Former Governor William G. Milliken

M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y
E x t e n s i o n

• A u t h o r s :
–  G a r y  T a y l o r,  S tate  & Loca l  Government  Extens ion

Special ist
• tay lorg@msue.msu.edu  (517) 353-9460

– Kurt  H.  Schindler,  County Extension Director,  Wexford and
Land Use Area of  Expert ise

• schindlk@msue.msu.edu  (231) 779-9480

– Rod Cortr ight ,  County Extension Director,  Charlevoix and
Land Use Area of  Expert ise

• cortr igh@msue.msu.edu  (231) 582-6232

Bringing Knowledge to Life
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M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y
E x t e n s i o n

• P r e s e n t e r:

Bringing Knowledge to Life

T h i s  p r o g r a m  w i l l  c o v e r :

• A . M S U  E x t e n s i o n  &  M i c h i g a n  S o c i e t y  o f
P l a n n i n g

• B .  O v e r v i e w  o f  2 0 0 1  L e g i s l a t i o n

• C .  Z o n i n g  R e f e r e n d u m  P e t i t i o n
a m e n d m e n t .

• D .  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  t o
P l a n n i n g  E n a b l i n g  A c t s

• E .  O p e n  S p a c e / C l u s t e r  a m e n d m e n t s  t o
Z o n i n g  E n a b l i n g  A c t s

H a n d o u t s

• O n  g r e e n  p a p e r ,  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e
s l i d e s .

• O n  y e l l o w  p a p e r ,  d e t a i l e d  o u t l i n e  o f
m a t e r i a l  c o v e r e d .

• O n  wh i t ewh i t e  p a p e r ,  h a n d o u t s  l e t t e r e d  A - L ,
s p e c i f i c  a d d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  r e f e r e d  t o
t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o g r a m .
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M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  E x t e n s i o n

• 1912-1914: Extension started nation-wide and in Michigan
• Extension is part of the Land Grant University in each state
• Funding is from three main sources:

– Federal Government (U.S. Department of Agriculture)
– State of Michigan (Michigan State University)
– Local County Board of Commissioners

• In Michigan, there is an Extension office in each of 82 counties
• Campus faculty are resource people to do research, translate research results into

education programs for county Extension offices.
• Extension focuses on three main areas of emphasis with 32 Area of Expertise

Teams
– Agriculture and Natural Resources
– Children, Youth and Family
– Community and Economic Development

• This program is a result of Land Use Area of Expertise Team as part of
Community and Economic Development focus.

M i c h i g a n  S o c i e t y  o f  P l a n n i n g

• A  s ta te -w ide  non -pro f i t  devoted  to  fu r ther ing
p lann ing  and  p lann ing  educa t ion  in  M ich igan

• Membersh ip  o ve r  4 ,000
• Y o u r  v o i c e  i n  L a n s i n g
• O f f e r s  many  educa t i ona l  p rog rams  on  p l ann ing

a n d  z o n i n g
• I f  your  communi ty  i s  not  a  member ,  i t  shou ld  be

B .  L e g i s l a t i v e  O v e r v i e w  f o r  2 0 0 1

• P l a n n i n g  P r o c e s s
– A  p lan  i s…
– New adop t i on  r equ i r ements
– App l i ca t i on
– M isce l l aneous

• O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g
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I n  a  n u t s h e l l …

• I nc rease  no t i ce  and  oppor tun i t y  t o  comment
on p lanning e f for ts

• C h a n g e  p r o c e d u r e s for  adopt ing  p lan
• Changes  numbe r  o f  s i gna tu r e s  r equ i r ed  f o r

r e f e renda  on  townsh ip  zon ing  o rd inance
• Manda te  c lus te r  deve lopment  p rov i s i ons  i n

l o ca l  o rd i nances  ( open  space  zon ing )

B. Legislative Overview

P l a n n i n g  P r o c e s s  A m e n d m e n t s

• P A  2 6 3  –  T o w n s h i p  P l a n n i n g  A c t
[ h a n d o u t  A ]

• P A  2 6 4  –  M u n i c i p a l  P l a n n i n g  A c t  [ B ]

• P A  2 6 5  –  C o u n t y  P l a n n i n g  A c t  [ C ]

– E f f ec t i v e  Da te :   January  9 ,  2002

B. Legislative Overview

A  P l a n  i s …

• A  p l a n  s h a l l  a d d r e s s  l a n d  u s e  i s s u e s
a n d  m a y  p r o j e c t  2 0  o r  m o r e  y e a r s  i n t o
t h e  f u t u r e .

• It c a n  b e  t h e  p l a n  t h a t  z o n i n g  i s  b a s e d
u p o n .

B. Legislative Overview
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N o t i c e  o f  P l a n  P r e p a r a t i o n

• P lanning commiss ion mai ls  not ice  o f  in tent  to
p lan ,  and  reques t ing  coopera t ion ,  to :
– A l l  cont iguous governments ,
– Al l  governments wi th in  boundar ies  ( for  a  county) ,
– Railroads, uti l it ies that  operate within bounda r i e s ,

a n d  a n y government ent i ty  that  registers for  this
purpose .

– Townships,  c i t ies ,  v i l lage:   The county planning
commiss ion  ( o r  coun ty  boa rd  and  r eg iona l
planning i f  there is  no county p lanning
commiss i on )

B. Legislative Overview

L e g i s l a t i v e  B o d y  R e v i e w

• P r o p o s e d  p l a n  i s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e
b o d y  f o r  r e v i e w  a n d   c o m m e n t .

• I f  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  a p p r o v e s  d i s t r i b u t i o n
o f  p r o p o s e d  p l a n ,
– Proceed  w i th  the  p rocess
– In  c i ty ,  v i l lage and count ies :   P lanning “shal l  not

proceed fur ther  un less  [ leg is lat i ve  body]  approves
distr ibut ion”   (Language in  township p lanning act
is  d i f ferent ,  but  may have the  same e f fect . )

B. Legislative Overview

R e q u e s t  f o r  C o m m e n t s

• D i s t r i b u t e  p l a n  t o  t h o s e  e n t i t i e s  t o  w h o m
n o t i c e  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  s e n t .

• C i t y ,  v i l l a g e ,  t o w n s h i p  p l a n n i n g
c o m m i s s i o n s :  M u s t  a l s o  s e n d  s i g n e d
s t a t e m e n t  t o  c o u n t y  p l a n n i n g
c o m m i s s i o n  (or  county  board  o f  commiss ioners

or  reg ional p l ann i ng ) t h a t  n o t i c e  &  m a i l i n g
r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  h a v e
b e e n  m e t .

B. Legislative Overview
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S u b m i s s i o n  o f  C o m m e n t s

• C i t i e s ,  v i l l a g e s ,  t o w n s h i p s ,  u t i l i t i e s ,
o t h e r s  r e q u e s t i n g  m a i l i n g  h a v e  6 5  d a y s
f r o m  r e c e i p t  t o  s u b m i t  c o m m e n t s .

• F o r  c i t y ,  v i l l a g e ,  a n d  t o w n s h i p  p l a n s
c o p i e s  o f  c o m m e n t s  m u s t  a l s o  b e  s e n t
t o  c o u n t y  p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  (or county
board of  commiss ioners  i f  no county  p lanning
commiss ion) .

B. Legislative Overview

S u b m i s s i o n  o f  C o m m e n t s

• F o r  t o w n s h i p ,  v i l l a g e ,  a n d  c i t y  p l a n s :
B e t w e e n  7 5  – 9 5  d a y s  f r o m  r e c e i p t ,
c o u n t y  p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  (or county

board,  i f  no county p lanning commiss ion)  s h a l l
s u b m i t  c o m m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t a t e m e n t
a s  t o  w h e t h e r  i t  c o n s i d e r s  p l a n
C o n s i s t e n t  o r  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o u n t y
a n d  o t h e r  p l a n s .

• C o u n t y ’ s  c o m m e n t s  a r e  a d v i s o r y  o n l y

B. Legislative Overview

P u b l i c  H e a r i n g

• S h a l l  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o n  t h e
p r o p o s e d  p l a n  a f t e r  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  c o u n t y
c o m m e n t  p e r i o d   ( S a m e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g
t h a t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  r e q u i r e d.   N o t i c e
p r o v i s i o n s  h a v e  c h a n g e d  s l i g h t l y . )

B. Legislative Overview
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S u b m i s s i o n  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  B o d y

• P l ann i ng  commiss i on  may  app ro ve  p l an  a t  o r
a f t e r  hea r i ng .

• Approva l  by  p l ann ing  commiss ion  i s   f i na l
un less  l eg i s la t i ve  body  adopted  reso lu t ion
assert ing r ight  to g ive f inal  approval .
– Approved p lan shal l  be  submit ted to  leg is lat ive

b o d y
– I f  re jected,  leg is lat ive  body must  submit  statement

l ist ing objectives to plan.
– P lann ing  commiss ion  rev ised ,  and repeats  hear ing

process  un t i l  l eg i s la t i ve  body  approves .

B. Legislative Overview

A p p r o v e d  P l a n s

• A p p r o v e d  p l a n s  m u s t  b e  m a i l e d  t o  a l l
t h o s e  t o  w h o m  n o t i c e  a n d  r e q u e s t s  f o r
c o m m e n t s  s e n t  p r e v i o u s l y .

B. Legislative Overview

A p p l i c a t i o n

• M a y  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  o l d  s t a t u t o r y
p r o c e s s  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  9 ,  2 0 0 3 .
– I f  p lans  have  been  s ta r ted ,  may  opera te

under  o ld  de f in i t ions  and procedure  up to
J a n u a r y  9  2 0 0 3 .

• P l a n  a m e n d m e n t   t i m e l i n e s  d i f f e r :
– Mun i c ipa l i t i e s  have  40  days  t o  comment
– C o u n t y  h a s  5 5 - 7 5  d a y s  t o  c o m m e n t

• P l a n s  s h a l l  b e  r e v i e w e d  e v e r y  5  y e a r s
t o  d e t e r m i n e  n e e d  f o r  r e v i s i o n .

B. Legislative Overview
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M i s c e l l a n e o u s

• D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p l a n  c o n t e n t s  i n
M u n i c i p a l  P l a n n i n g  A c t  i s  m o r e
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  T o w n s h i p  a n d  C o u n t y
P l a n i n g  A c t s .

• A  p l a n  i s  d i r e c t l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  “ p l a n ”
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  z o n i n g
e n a b l i n g  a c t .   Z o n i n g  m u s t  b e  b a s e d  o n
a  p l a n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t h e  p l a n n i n g
e n a b l i n g  a c t s .

B. Legislative Overview

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

• S p e c i f i c a l l y  a l l o w s  t o w n s h i p s  t o  a d o p t
C a p i t a l  I m p r o v e m e n t  P l a n s .

• D o e s  n o t  a l t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n
p l a n n i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  &  p l a n n i n g
c o m m i s s i o n  i n  c h a r t e r  c o m m u n i t i e s.

• S p e c i f i c  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  p l a n n i n g
c o m m i s s i o n s  f r o m  m u l t i p l e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s
t o  m e e t  t o  d e l i b e r a t e .

B. Legislative Overview

O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g
A m e n d m e n t s

• P A  1 7 7  –  T o w n s h i p  Z o n i n g  A c t
[ h a n d o u t  D ]

• P A  1 7 8  –  C o u n t y  Z o n i n g  A c t  [ E ]

• P A  1 7 9  –  C i t y / V i l l a g e  Z o n i n g  A c t  [ F ]

– E f f e c t i v e  Da te :   December  15 ,  2001

B. Legislative Overview
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O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• G r o u p s  d w e l l i n g s  o n  s m a l l e r  l o t s  o n  a
s m a l l e r  p o r t i o n  o f  a n  u n d e v e l o p e d  t r a c t
o f  l a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e
r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  t r a c t  a s  “ o p e n  s p a c e . ”
– Conven t i ona l  zon ing :  10  ac res  on  2

dwe l l ings  per  acre  =  20  un i t s  on  ½ acre
lots.

– Open  space  zon i ng :  20  un i t s  on  ¼  ac r e
l o t s ,  l e a v i ng  5  ac res  (50%)  undeve l oped .

B. Legislative Overview

O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• “ Q u a l i f i e d ”  c o m m u n i t i e s :
– c i t ies ,  townships ,  v i l lages ,  count ies  wi th  a

popu la t ion  o f  1 ,800 or  more…
– t h a t  h a v e  a n  a d o p t e d  z o n i n g  o r d i n a n c e ,

a n d …
– h a v e  u n d e v e l o p e d  l a n d  t h a t  i s  z o n e d  f o r

res ident ia l  deve lopment  a t  2  dwel l ing  un i ts
per  ac re  o r  l ess  OR ,  i f  se r ved  by  pub l i c
sewer ,  3  dwe l l i ng  un i t s  pe r  ac re  o r  l e ss .

B. Legislative Overview

O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• B y  D e c e m b e r  1 6 ,  2 0 0 2  q u a l i f i e d
c o m m u n i t i e s  m u s t  a m e n d  z o n i n g
o r d i n a n c e s  t o  p r o v i d e  l a n d o w n e r s  t h e
o p t i o n  o f  u t i l i z i n g  c l u s t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n
s o m e  r e s i d e n t i a l l y  z o n e d  a r e a s .

B. Legislative Overview
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O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• O r d i n a n c e  m u s t  a l l o w  s a m e  n u m b e r  o f
d w e l l i n g s  a s  a l l o w a b l e  u n d e r
c o n v e n t i o n a l  z o n i n g  t o  b e  b u i l t  o n  n o
m o r e  t h a n  5 0 %  ( t o w n s h i p s ,  c o u n t i e s )  o r
8 0 %  ( c i t i e s ,  v i l l a g e s )  o f  t h e  l a n d  “ t h a t
c o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  b e  d e v e l o p e d …  u n d e r
e x i s t i n g  o r d i n a n c e s … . ”

B. Legislative Overview

• T h e  o p e n  s p a c e  p a r t  o f  t h e  z o n i n g
o r d i n a n c e  i s  s t i l l  s u b j e c t  t o  “ o t h e r
a p p l i c a b l e  l a w s , ”  i n c l u d i n g  s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r
o n - s i t e  w a t e r  a n d  s e p t i c .

O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g
B. Legislative Overview

O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• L a n d o w n e r  c a n  i n v o k e  o r d i n a n c e  i f …
– Land  i s  zoned  f o r  r e s iden t i a l  deve l opment

a t  2  dwe l l i ng  un i t s  per  ac re  o r  l ess  OR,  i f
se rved  by  pub l i c  sewer ,  3  dwe l l ing  un i ts
pe r  a c r e  o r  l e s s ;

– D e v e l o p m e n t  d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  o n  t h e
e x t e n s i o n  o f  s e w e r  o r  w a t e r  u n l e s s  s e w e r
o r  w a t e r  w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e r v e  t h e
deve l opmen t  unde r  conven t i ona l  z on i ng .

B. Legislative Overview
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O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• L a n d o w n e r  c a n  i n v o k e  o r d i n a n c e  i f …
– Percen tage  o f  l and  spec i f i ed  in  the  zon ing

ord inance  w i l l  permanent l y  remain  in
“undeve loped  s ta te”  v i a  conserva t i on
easement ,  res t r i c t i ve  covenant ,  e tc .

– Op t i on  has  no t  p r e v i ous l y  been  e x e r c i s ed
with  respect  to  that  land.

B. Legislative Overview

O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• E x cep t i on :
– I f  qua l i f i ed  communi ty  has  had  open  space  zon ing

prov i s i ons  i n  o rd inance  s ince  on  o r  be fo re  Oc tober
1,  2001 which:

• Permitted clustered development and
• Permanently preserves land in “undeveloped state”  v ia

conservation easement, restr ict ive covenant.

– And a landowner  had,  in  fact ,  ut i l ized the open
space zoning prov is ion pr ior  to  December  15,
2001.

• Preserved 50% in county/township (20% city/vil lage) of
l and  a r ea .

B. Legislative Overview

O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• O r d i n a n c e  m a y  p e r m i t  g r e a t e r
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p r o t e c t e d  l a n d ,  b u t  s t i l l
c a n n o t  r e q u i r e  d e c r e a s e  i n  d e n s i t y .

• U n b u i l d a b l e  l a n d ,  a s  d e f i n e d  b y
o r d i n a n c e ,  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  c a l c u l a t i o n s .

• “ A f t e r  a  l a n d o w n e r  e x e r c i s e s  t h e  o p t i o n
p r o v i d e d … ,  t h e  l a n d  m a y  b e  r e z o n e d
a c c o r d i n g l y . ”

B. Legislative Overview
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O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• “ U n d e v e l o p e d  s t a t e ”  =  n a t u r a l  s t a t e
p r e s e r v i n g  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  n a t u r a l
f e a t u r e s  o r  s c e n i c  o r  w o o d e d  c o n d i t i o n s ;
a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e ;  o p e n  s p a c e ;  o r  a
s i m i l a r  u s e  o r  c o n d i t i o n .
– Does  no t  i nc l ude  go l f  cou r se .
– May  be  t ra i l s ,  p lay  a reas ,  l i near  parks .
– May  be  ded i ca t ed  t o  pub l i c  u se .

B. Legislative Overview

C .  R e f e r e n d u m  A m e n d m e n t s

V o t e r  R e f e r e n d u m  P e t i t i o n s

• F o r  T o w n s h i p s  o n l y :
– Townsh ip  and  Coun t y  zon i ng/zon i ng

a m e n d m e n t s  c a n  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  a  v o t e .
– A m e n d m e n t  c h a n g e s  n u m b e r  o f  s i g n a t u r e s

required on pet i t ion to  br ing townsh ip
zon ing  to  a  vo te .

– N o w  n e e d  1 5 %  o f  v o t e s  cas t  i n  the
townsh ips  fo r  governor  in  the  las t
gubernator ia l  e lect ion . (Was  10%)   (No  change  fo r
county, i t  was already 15%.)

C. Referendum Amendments
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D .  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• Lack  o f  Coo rd i na t i on  “Wha t  was ”
• Now  c l o se r  t o  Coo rd i na t ed  P l ann ing
• W h y  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g
• S teps  t o  do  a  p l an

W h a t   W a s

• Deba te  i f  a  t ownsh ip  needed  f a vo rab l e  coun t y
rev i ew  o f  a  t ownsh ip  p l an  be fo re  t ownsh ip  p l ann ing
commiss ion  cou ld  adopt  i t .

• W a s  n o  f o r m a l  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  c o u n t y  r e v i e w  o f
v i l lage  or  c i ty  p lans .

• The  2001  coo rd ina ted  p l ann ing  amendments  t o
Mich igan ’s  p lann ing  enab l ing  s ta tu tes put  an  end to
tha t  deba te  and  a d d e d  c o u n t y  r e v i e w  o f v i l l age  and
city p l a n s . [ h a n d o u t  G ]

• And  d id  a  l o t  more .

D.  Coordinated Planning

C l o s e r  t o  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• A m e n d m e n t s  d i d  s e v e n  t h i n g s  f o r
c o o r d i n a t e d  p l a n n i n g :
– Coun t y  p l ann ing  p l a ys  an  impor tan t ro le  in

foster ing  coord inat ion  and cooperat ion  in
p l a n n i n g .

– C o u n t y  rev iew o f  c i t y ,  v i l l age ,  and  townsh ip
plans is  bu i l t  in to  the  p lanning process.

– Clar i f ies  coun ty  p lann ing  rev i ew  i s  adv i so ry .
– S t r e n g h t e n e d  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  p l a n s  a n d

w h a t  z o n i n g  s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n .

D.  Coordinated Planning
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C l o s e r  t o  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• A m e n d m e n t s  d i d  s e v e n  t h i n g s ,  c o n t i n u e d
– In i t ia l  rev iew and poss ib ly  f ina l  adopt ion o f  a

p l a n  c a n  b e  by leg is lat ive  body.
– P lann ing  commiss ions ’  du ty :  P ro -ac t i ve  to  f os te r

coord ina t ion  and  coopera t ion
– Ne ighbor ing  j u r i sd i c t i on  g i ven  a  mechan i sm fo r

prov id ing input  on p lans .
– Requ i r e s  a  p l an  be  r e v i ewed  a t  l e a s t  e v e r y  f i v e

years  to  dec ide  to  amend,  rewr i te ,  o r  do  no th ing .

D.  Coordinated Planning

C l o s e r  t o  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• C o o r d i n a t i o n  i s  a n  a t t i t u d e  t h i n g .

– I f  peop le  want  to  make i t  happen,  i t  w i l l  work .
– The  i s sue  now  i s  f o r  t h i s  t o  become  the  new

pract ice  in  Mich igan .

D.  Coordinated Planning

W h y  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• T h e  R e l a t i v e  R i s k  A n a l y s i s  P r o j e c t  ( 1 9 9 2 )
c o n c l u d e d  “ l a c k  o f  i n t e g r a t e d  a n d
c o o r d i n a t e d  l a n d  u s e  p l a n n i n g ”  w a s  o n e  o f
t h e  t o p  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s .
– The r e  a r e  many  i s sues  and  t op i c s  wh i ch  can

not  be  dea l t  w i th  in  a  smal l  a rea ,  such  a s
v i l lage,  c i ty ,  or  township .

– To  be  e f f ec t i ve  in  p lann ing  fo r  many  i ssues ,  i t
mus t  be  done  a t  a  l a r ge r  geog raph i c  s ca l e .

D.  Coordinated Planning
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W h y  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  E x a m p l e :
– Economic  deve lopment  invo l ves  l a rge r  a rea  than

v i l lage ,  townsh ip ,  and most  c i t ies .
– Jobs ,  and  locat ion  o f  employed  peop le  i s  a  labor

market  area;   o f ten an ent i re  county or  mult ip le
count i es .

– Coord ina ted  p lann ing  i s  needed  to  be  as  e f f ec t i ve  as
poss ib le  for  economic  deve lopment :   worker  t ra in ing ,
housing,  new industr ia l  s i tes .

D.  Coordinated Planning

W h y  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• G r o u n d / S u r f a c e  w a t e r  e x a m p l e :

– O n e  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  h a v e  a  g o o d  s y s t e m  t o
protect  r i ver ,  lake ,  or  groundwater .

– Wate r  does  no t  s top  a t  a  po l i t i ca l  boundary .
– Coo rd ina ted  p l ann ing  a t  a  wa te r shed  ( o r

ground-watershed)  leve l  i s  c r i t i ca l  for  long
t e r m  s u c c e s s .

D.  Coordinated Planning

W h y  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• O t h e r  t o p i c s  t h a t  d e m a n d  a  m u l t i -
g o v e r n m e n t  c o o p e r a t i v e  p l a n n i n g
a p p r o a c h  i n c l u d e :
– Natural  features ( lakes,  r ivers) .
– Technology for  farming,  mining,  p ipel ines,  radio

transmissions.
– Transpor ta t ion  networks  (billboards, parking, scenic vistas).

– Major  deve lopments .   (Have impacts  on more than just  one
municipality (traffic, lights, etc .)  reference, relevant port ions of
other  p lans adopted by other  agencies and governments)

– C a n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  o t h e r s ?  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

D.  Coordinated Planning
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W h y  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• E v e r y  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  M i c h i g a n
s h o u l d  i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  “ b i g g e r  t h a n  j u s t  l o c a l
c o n c e r n ”  i s s u e s .
– Put  that  l i s t  on  the  tab le  for  coord inated

p lann ing  d i scuss ion .
– C o u n t y  p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  h a s  a n

opportunity  to be the leader in this  ef fort .

D.  Coordinated Planning

W h y  C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• Those  i ssues  ident i f i ed  fo r  en t i re  county  and :
– Made a  part  o f  the  d iscuss ion and pol ic ies  o f  a  county

p lan.
– Priorit ized for pro-active effort to foster coordination

be tween  gove rnments .  ( Fo r  e xamp le :  Coun ty
p lann ing  commiss ion  in i t ia t ing  meet ings  and
d i scuss ions  be tween  g roups . )

– Fac i l i ta te  cooperat ion  between loca l  governments .
– Use the new planning and process of  coordinat ion to

the entire area’s benefit .

D.  Coordinated Planning

B R E A K
F o r  1 0  m i n u t e s



1 7

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

• T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p l a n n i n g  c o o r d i n a t i o n  i s
n o w  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p ,  v i l l a g e  a n d  c i t y ,
a n d  c o u n t y  p l a n n i n g  e n a b l i n g  a c t s .

• S o  t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  i n  p l a c e .  I n  b r i e f ,  t h e
s t e p s  t o  a d o p t  a  p l a n  - - c o o r d i n a t e d  s t y l e - -
a r e  . . .

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

• Steps  to  p lan  (new s teps  in  r e d):
– 1. “I'm starting to plan”notice to all governments within/contiguous

to the planning area.
– 2. Conduct background studies, research.
– 3. Prepare draft plan.
– 4. Approve draft plan (Planning Commission  & Legislat ive Body ) .
– 5. Draft plan sent to all governments within/contiguous to the

planning area.
– 6-7. Draft plan and region/municipality’s  comments  on draf t  p lan

sent to county planning.
– 8. Planning Commission holds publ ic hearing on revised plan.
– 9.  Adopt f inal  plan (Planning Commission & maybe Legis lat i ve

Body .
– 10 . Copies of  plan sent to al l  governments within/contiguous  to the

planning area.

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

• H a n d o u t s :

– Check l i s t  #C1 :  Fo r  coun t y  p l ans  [H ]
– Check l i s t  #T1:  For  townsh ip  p lans  [ I ]
– Check l i s t  #M1:  For  c i t y  and  v i l l age  p lans  [ J ]

D.  Coordinated Planning
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S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

• S t ep -by -S t ep  P l an  Adop t i on  P rocess
– 1. ( N E W )  P lann ing commiss ion must  f i rs t  send out  an

“I am starting to plan” notice.
• This is the “coordinated planning noti f ication l ist:

– Fo r  municipalities: Each city,  v i l lage, or township that is
cont iguous.

– For counties:  Each city,  v i l lage,  or township located
within or contiguous.

– For municipal it ies and counties: Regional planning
commission for the region in which the municipal
government is located i f  there is no county planning
commission.  I f  there is a county planning commission,
submission by a municipality to the regional planning
agency  is  opt iona l.

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– S tep  1 .   ( N E W ) C o n t i n u e d
• Coordinated Planning mai l ing l is t ,  cont inued:

– For municipal it ies: County planning commission for the
county .

– Fo r  municipalities and counties: Each public utility,
rai lroad company, and any government entity that
registers for this purpose

– For counties:  Regional planning commission, i f  any, for
the region in which the county government is located

– For count ies:  Cont iguous county p lanning commission

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– Step 1.   ( N E W ) Con t inued
• The legis lature’s l ist  might not include everyone.

Coordinat ion should possibly  inc lude more
organizat ions ,  such as :

– For municipal it ies: Contiguous county planning
commission, governments within the municipality.

– For municipalit ies and counties: Each state, federal,
Nat ive  American tr ibe government,  government
agencies with 10+ acres,  school  d is t r ic ts ,  DDA,  T IFA,
historic district commission, parks commission.

– For municipalit ies and counties: Other special interest
groups (chamber,  farm bureau, property owner
associat ion, lake associat ion, youth group, conservat ion
district, environmental organization, etc.).

– C a n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  o t h e r s  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

D.  Coordinated Planning
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S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– Step 1.   ( N E W ) Con t inued
• The planning acts  require  sending out  the not ice.
• Use th is  to  estab l ish  a  system of  communicat ion

that  leads to coordinat ion with other governments
( can  use  e lectronics (email)  for communicat ion if
the rece iver  agrees:  not ice,  comments,  the p lan (a
two -way  s t ree t ) .

• The  no t i ce  can  i nc lude  e ven t s  such  as :
– Joint meetings.
– Study committees.
– (For a county) Formation of  a committee to prepare the

plan whose membership includes representat ives of  a l l
those rece iv ing the not ice .

– C a n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  o t h e r s  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– 2 .   The  mun ic ipa l i t y  o r  county  commiss ion
s tud i e s  and  a ssemb les  backg round  ma te r i a l
to  prepare  a  dra f t  p lan .

• A  p lann ing  commiss ion  and county  p lann ing
commission can be pro-act ive in ident i fy ing topics
for  coordinat ion.

• (The  coun ty  p lann ing  commiss ion  has  go t t en  the
notice from Step #1 ( n e w ).)

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– 3 .   The  p lann ing  commiss ion  p repares  a  d ra f t
p l an .

– 4 .   The  p l ann ing  commiss i on  app ro ves  t he
dra f t  p lan  and ( N E W ) the  leg is la t i ve  body
rece i ves  the  p l an  t o  approve  i t  be fo re  the
p rocess  goes  any  f u r the r .   (Language  in
theTownship  Planning A c t is  different,  but has  the
same ef fect . )

D.  Coordinated Planning
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S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– 5.  ( N E W ) A  dra f t  p lan  sent  to  “coord inated
planning notif ication l ist.”
• Eve ryone  on  the  l i s t  shou ld  rev i ew  the  d ra f t

p l an :
– The review based on their own plans. ( I f  no plan, comments

should be brief or not made at al l) .
– Each comment includes a l ist  of  facts and reasons behind

the comment:
» Not enough to just  make the comment.
» What  carr ies  the weight  are  the facts  and reasons.

– Within 65 days (40 days) i f  a plan amendment.

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– S t e p  5  ( N E W ),  con t inued .
• (1 )  For  rev iew ing  mun ic ipa l i t y  p lans :

– Each  comment  sen t  t o  both  the municipality
submitt ing the plan a n d  the  county  p lann ing
commiss i on .

• ( 2 )  Fo r  r e v i ew ing  coun t y  p l ans :
– Each  comment  sen t  to  county  p lann ing

commiss i on .

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– 6.  ( N E W ) A t  the  same t ime  p lan  i s  sen t  ou t :
• Copy a lso  sent  to  the  county  p lanning commiss ion

a long wi th  a  l i s t  o f  who rece ived a  copy o f  the  draf t
p lan  ( in  number  5 ,  above ) .

• The  county  p lann ing  commiss ion  rece i ves  copy  o f
township, v i l lage, city and region’s  c o m m e n t s .

• The  county  p lann ing  commiss ion  rev i ews  both  the
draft  plan a n d a l l  the comments f rom townsh ips ,
v i l lages,  c i t ies,  and region.

D.  Coordinated Planning
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S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– S t e p  6  ( N E W ) C o n t i n u e d .
• The  county  p lann ing  commiss ion ’s

c o m m e n t s  a r e  b a s e d  o n :
– I t s  own  rev iew  fo r  inconsistency  w i th  adopted

county  p lans ,  and
– I t s  rev i ew  o f  the  rece i ved  comments ,  and
– I t s  own  rev iew  fo r  cons is tency  w i th  adopted

municipal i ty and regional plans.

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– S t e p  6   ( N E W ) C o n t i n u e d .
• Each  coun ty  comment  i nc ludes  a  l i s t  o f

f ac t s  and  reasons  beh ind  the  comment :
– I t  is  not  enough to  just  make a comment.
– What  carr ies  the  we ight  are  the  fac ts  and

reasons .

• Make  commen t  w i t h i n  75  and  95  days  ( 55
and  75  days  i f  a  p l an  amendmen t ) .

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– 7.  ( N E W ) (Opt iona l )  The  mun ic ipa l  p lann ing
commiss ion  r ece i ves  the  coun ty ’ s  comments
a n d  e v e r y o n e  e l s e ’ s  c o m m e n t s  (The county planning
commission receives everyone else’s comments)

• Rev i ew  comments  w i th  g rea t  ca re .

D.  Coordinated Planning
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S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

– Opt iona l  S tep  7  ( N E W ) con t i nued .
• For  each  comment :

– Respond  by  chang ing  the  d ra f t  p lan  to  address
the  concern .

– Respond by  l i s t ing  your  p lann ing  commiss ions
fac ts  and  reasons  why  the  concern  ra i sed  i s  no t
va l id .  Have  a  preponderance  o f  fac ts  and reasons
to support  the posi t ion.  I f  that  is  not  the case,
recons ider  chang ing  the  dra f t  p lan .

– Remember  the  comments  ra ised  are  adv isory
only - -  but do not dismiss them l ight ly.
Coordinat ion and cooperat ion is  st i l l  the goal .

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

• 8 .  The  mun ic ipa l  o r  coun ty  p lann ing  commiss ion
ho lds  a t  l eas t  one  hear ing  on  the  rev i sed  dra f t
p l an .
– Townships :   Must  publ ish  two not ices  o f  hear ing.

• 20-30 days prior.
• No more than 8 days prior.

– Ci t ies  and V i l lages :  One not ice  o f  hear ing  no  less  than
15  days  prior (and in  an  o f f ic ia l  gazet te ,  i f  any).

• Must also mail notice to those entities originally notified.
– County :  Not ice  requi rement  not  s tated.

D.  Coordinated Planning

S t e p s  t o  d o  a  P l a n

• 9 .   A f t e r  the  hear ing  and  any  fu r the r
modi f icat ions to  the  rev ised draf t  p lan,  the
mun ic ipa l  o r  county  p lann ing  commiss ion
adopts  the  p lan .  (The  munic ipa l  o r  county
leg is la t i ve  body  a l so  adopts  the  p lan  i f  they
asser t  the  r ight to do so ( N E W ).)

• 10. ( N E W ) A  copy  o f  t he  adop ted  p l an  i s  s en t
to the “coordinated planning not i f icat ion l ist .”

D.  Coordinated Planning
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C o o r d i n a t e d  P l a n n i n g

• Intent  i s  a  system for  coord inat ion:
– Every  government  has  the  respons ib i l i ty .
– The  county  p lann ing  commiss ion  has  a  new and b ig

ro le  to  make coord inated p lann ing  happen.
• The county is  posi t ioned to see the big p icture.
• County  p lanning is  a t  the  center .

– Receiving township, village, city region’s comments.
– Is able to make plans for larger geographic area.

• County  p lann ing  commiss ion ’s  coord inat ion  ro le
includes:

– Responsibility to initiate coordination opportunities,
– Be pro-active, and
– Provide detailed substanted comments with facts and reasons.

D.  Coordinated Planning

E .   O p e n  S p a c e /C l u s t e r  Z o n i n g

O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• K e y  p h r a s e  i n  t h e  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n :
– “Same number  o f  dwe l l ing  un i ts  .  .  .   tha t

. . . c o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  b e  d e v e l o p e d  u n d e r

e x i s t i n g  o r d i n a n c e s ,  l a w s  a n d  r u l e s  o n

t h e  e n t i r e  l a n d  a r e a  . . . .”

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning
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O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

• K e y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  a n  o p e n  s p a c e
p r o v i s i o n  o f  z o n i n g .
– F i f ty  percent  o f  what?

• What  i s  “bu i ldab le ? ”
• What  i s  “unbu i ldab le ?”
• What  i s  the  “ent i re  l and  area?”

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

O p e n  S p a c e  Z o n i n g

If This Is Allowed By Right Then So Is This
(Un l ess  Language  A l l ow ing  f o r  Th i s  

O p t i o n  I s  O v e r t u r n e d  b y  R e f e r e n d u m )

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

C o n s i d e r a t i o n  W h e n  A d o p t i n g
O p e n  S p a c e  P r o v i s i o n s

• D e t e r m i n i n g  A l l o w a b l e  D e n s i t y

• M a x i m u m  D e v e l o p e d  L a n d  A r e a

• Q u a n t i t y  a n d  Q u a l i t y  o f  O p e n  S p a c e

• S t r a t e g i e s  T o  E n c o u r a g e  U s e  o f  O p e n
S p a c e  P r o v i s i o n s

• S i t i n g  N e w  D e v e l o p m e n t

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning
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D e t e r m i n i n g  A l l o w a b l e  D e n s i t y

• W i l l  D e n s i t y  B e  B a s e d  o n  a  P a r c e l s  G r o s s
A c r e a g e ;

• o r  A r e   C o m m o n  S e n s e  A d j u s t m e n t s
M a d e  I n  D e n s i t y  t o  A l l o w  f o r  L a n d
C o n s t r a i n t s .

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

D e t e r m i n i n g  A l l o w a b l e  D e n s i t y

• D e n s i t y  B a s e d  o n  P a r c e l s  G r o s s  A c r e a g e
   (Gross Acreage / Minimum  Size Requirement = Densi ty)

• Easy  to  Ca lcu la te
• Tends  t o  I n c r eases  Dens i t y  Compared  t o

“Conven t i ona l ”  Layou ts  ( F r o m  1 0  t o  4 0 % >

d e p e n d i n g  o n  l a n d  c o n s t r a i n t s  a n d  m i n i m u m  l o t  s i z e )

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

D e t e r m i n i n g  A l l o w a b l e  D e n s i t y

(Gross  Acreage  /  Min imum  S ize  Requ i rement  =  Dens i t y )

50 Acre Parcel 18 Splits Realized
50 Acre Parcel/2Acre Minimum
Lot Size = 25 Splits

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning
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D e t e r m i n i n g  A l l o w a b l e  D e n s i t y

• Y i e ld  P lan  Approach
• Densi ty  equiva lent  to

that which could be
real ized with a
“conventional” layout
tak ing  in to  account
natural constraints
(wet lands,  s teep s lopes,
floodplains)

• More Difficult to
Ca lcu la te   (requires
submission of  “Yie ld Plan”

Y ie ld  P lan

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

M a x i m u m  D e v e l o p e d  L a n d  A r e a

•S h a l l  t h e  A m o u n t  o f  D e v e l o p e d  L a n d  A r e a
B e  B a s e d  o n  a  P a r c e l s  G r o s s  A c r e a g e .
“ d e v e l o p e d  l a n d s  s h a l l  o c c u p y  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  5 0 %  o f  t h e   p a r e n t
p a r c e l s   a c r e a g e ”

•Or  Sha l l  i t  be  Based  a  Parce l s  “Bu i ldab le
A c r e a g e ”
“ d e v e l o p e d  l a n d s   s h a l l  o c c u p y  a n  a r e a  n o  g r e a t e r  t h a n  5 0 %  o f
t h e  p a r e n t  p a r c e l s  b u i l d a b l e  a c r e a g e ”  ( a r e a s  o f  w e t l a n d s ,
f l o o d p l a i n s  a n d  s t e e p  s l o p e s   l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  p a r e n t  p a r c e l  s h a l l
no t  be  inc luded  in  the  bu i ldab le  acreage  ca lcu la t ion . )

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

Q u a n t i t y  &  Q u a l i t y  o f  O p e n  S p a c e

• W i l l  T h e  O p e n  S p a c e  R e q u i r e m e n t  B e
M e t  W i t h  a  S i m p l e  P e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e
P a r e n t  P a r c e l s  G r o s s  A r e a ;

  “a  m i n i m u m  o f  5 0 %  o f  t h e  p a r e n t  p a r c e l s  a c r e a g e  s h a l l  b e  s e t
a s i d e  a s  p e r m a n e n t l y  p r o t e c t e d  o p e n  s p a c e ”

    Th is  approach usua l l y  resu l ts  in  a  major i ty
( a n d  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  a l l )  o f  t h e  o p e n  s p a c e
r e q u i r e m e n t  b e i n g  b e  m a d e  u p  o f  t h e  m o s t
unusab l e  and  undes i r ab l e  l ands

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning
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Q u a n t i t y  &  Q u a l i t y  o f  O p e n  S p a c e

Wet land

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

Q u a n t i t y  &  Q u a l i t y  o f  O p e n  S p a c e

• o r  S h a l l  t h e  R e q u i r e d  O p e n  S p a c e
I n c l u d e  a  S i g n i f i c a n t  P o r t i o n  o f  t h e  M o r e
D e s i r a b l e  ( U s e a b l e  )  L a n d s .

    “ a  m i n i m u m  o f   _ _ _ %  o f  t h e  p a r e n t  p a r c e l s  g r o s s  a c r e a g e  s h a l l

b e  s e t  a s i d e  a s  p e r m a n e n t l y  p r o t e c t e d  o p e n  s p a c e .   T h i s  a r e a
sha l l  inc lude  a t  leas t  ha l f  o f  the  parce ls  bu i ldab le  acre”  .

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

E n c o u r a g i n g  T h e  U s e  o f  O p e n
S p a c e  P r o v i s i o n s

W h e n  O r d i n a n c e  L a n g u a g e  A l l o w s :  

This  With This

On Equal Footing

Used 10%-15% of the Time Used 85%-90% of the Time

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning
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E n c o u r a g i n g  U s e  o f  O p e n  S p a c e
P r o v i s i o n s

• A l l ow  fo r  a  Ser ies  o f  Deve lopment  Opt ions
• A l l ow  Deve l ope r  To  Chose  t he  Op t i on  Wh i ch  Bes t

Se r ves  H i s/He r  Pu rposes
• Deve lope r  Ge ts  Fu l l  Dens i t y  ( a s   a l l o w e d  f o r  u n d e r

p r e v i o u s  o r d i n a n c e  l a n g u a g e )  O n l y  W i t h  O p e n
Space  Op t i ons

• A l l  Deve lopment  Opt ions  Resu l t  In  S ign i f i cant  Land
Conserva t i on

R e w r i t e  O r d i n a n c e  L a n g u a g e 

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

Multiple Option Approach

 Country Estate Option

The ex is t ing  Parent  Parce l  may
be divided into a series of parcels
a minimum of  40 acres in  area.
(25 ac res  i f  the  depth  to  w id th
rat io  o f  the parcels  created is
2.5:1 or  less.)

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

Development Options
(Low Density)

E n c o u r a g i n g  U s e  o f  O p e n  S p a c e
P r o v i s i o n s

E n c o u r a g i n g  U s e  o f  O p e n  S p a c e
P r o v i s i o n s

Sliding Scale Option

A smal l  number o f  lo ts  a  maximum of
3 acres in area each may be spl i t  f rom
the Parent Parcel .   One lot  would be
al lowed on Parent Parcel 10 to 20
acres in area.  Two lots on Parcels 20
to 40 acres in area, three lots on
Parce ls  40 to  80 acres in  area and
four lots on Parent Parcel greater than
80 acres  in  area .

Development Options
(Low Density)

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning
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E n c o u r a g i n g  U s e  o f  O p e n  S p a c e
P r o v i s i o n s

Open Space Option

The Parent  Parce l  can be
developed up to  the maximum
density al lowed under previous
zon ing .   The  M in imum Open
Space requirement is  50% of  the
Parent Parcels gross are.   A
minimum of half of the parcels
buildable lands are located in the
Open Space area.  The parcel  is
deve loped according to  the Four
Step process  descr ibed in  the
next  sect ion.

Development Options
(Neutral Density)

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

E n c o u r a g i n g  U s e  o f  O p e n  S p a c e
P r o v i s i o n s

High Density Open Space

The Parent Parcel may be
developed at densities up to 100%
greater than that allowed under
previous  zoning.  As a tradeoff for
this level of density, a minimum of
70% of the Parent Parcels gross
area including at least half
buildable lands must be set aside
as Open Space.  The development
is laid out in a hamlet or village
configuration.  This option may be
limited to certain areas.

Development Options
(Enhanced Density)

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

E n c o u r a g i n g  U s e  o f  O p e n  S p a c e
P r o v i s i o n s

Development Options
E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning
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S i t i n g  N e w  D e v e l o p m e n t

• Wetlands
• Floodplains
• Steep Slopes
• Prime and Unique Farmlands
• Prime Timberland Areas
• Groundwater Recharge Areas
• River and Stream Corridors
• Wildlife Habitat
• Historic Sites
• Greenways
• Trails
• Scenic Viewsheds

S t e p  O n e  –  Ident i fy  Areas for  Development & Conservat ion

Four Step Process

E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

S i t i n g  N e w  D e v e l o p m e n t
 E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

F o u r  S t e p  P r o c e s s

S i t i n g  N e w  D e v e l o p m e n t
E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

F o u r  S t e p  P r o c e s s
S t e p  T w o  –  Locate Potential Building Sites
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S i t i n g  N e w  D e v e l o p m e n t
E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

F o u r  S t e p  P r o c e s s
Step  Three  –  Align Streets and Trails

S i t i n g  N e w  D e v e l o p m e n t
E.  Open Space/Cluster Zoning

 Fou r  S t e p  P r o c e s s

S t e p  F o u r  –  Draw in  Lot  L ines

H a n d o u t s
• A.  Township Planning Act .
• B. Municipal  Planning Act.
• C .  County  P lanning Act .
• D.  Township Zoning Act .
• E.  County Zoning Act.
• F.  City and Vi l lage Zoning Act.
• G .  C h e c k  L i s t  # T 1  F o r  A d o p t i o n  o f  a  T o w n s h i p  P l a n.
• H .  C h e c k  L i s t  # M 1  F o r  A d o p t i o n  o f  a  C i t y  &  V i l l a g e  P l a n .
• I. C h e c k  L i s t  # C 1  F o r  A d o p t i o n  o f  a  C o u n t y  P l a n .
• J. C o u n t y  P l a n n i n g ;  I t s  L e g a l  A u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  C o o r d i n a t e d

Plann ing .
• K. B e t t e r  D e s i g n s  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  M i c h i g a n ;  P u t t i n g

C o n s e r v a t i o n  i n t o  L o c a l  L a n d  U s e  R e g u l a t i o n s .
• L .  Sample Open Space Preservat ion zoning.
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T h a n k  Y o u

• Leg i s l a t i ve  Ove r v i ew :   Gary  G .  Tay lo r ,  S ta te  &  Loca l
Gove rnmen t  Ex t ens i on  Spec i a l i s t
– taylorg@msue.msu.edu   (517) 353-9460

• Coordinated Planning:   Kurt  H.  Schindler ,  County
Ex tens i on  D i r ec to r ,  Wex fo rd  and  Land  Use  A rea  o f
Exper t i se
– schindlk@msue.msu.edu   (231) 779-9480

• Open Space/Cluster  Zon ing :   Rod Cor t r ight ,  County
Ex tens ion  D i r ec to r ,  Cha r l e vo i x  and  Land  Use  A rea  o f
Exper t i se
– cortr igh@msue.msu.edu   (231) 582-6232

Bringing Knowledge to Life

Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are
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status, or family status.
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